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1. Eligibility and notices 
 
1.1 Conditions of entry 

• The Hill Painting Prize is a competitive, biennial, non-acquisitive competition and 
exhibition. 

• The Hill Painting Prize is open to all permanent Australian residents. 
• Entrants for the Hill Painting Prize must be aged 18 years or over at the time of 

entry. 
• Participating selection panel, current Blue Mountains City Council Arts and 

Culture staff and Ward Councillors are not eligible for entry into the Prize. 
• The Hill Painting Prize is organised by Blue Mountains City Council and delivered 

by the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre. 
• Digital photograph/s of artwork must be in jpg format and maximum 3MB. 
• All entrants must provide a high-resolution image at the time of online entry of 

their artworks. 
• This image will be examined by the panel to select finalists for the exhibition. 
• Artworks entered must be the original work of the artist. 
• Artworks must have been completed within the last two years. 
• All submission forms must be completed correctly and in full. 
• Artists must submit a short statement of up to 150 words about the artwork.  

 
Council reserves the right to reject submissions which are either offensive or contain 
sensitive themes unsuitable for this community venue. This may include works that 
reference nudity, violence, abuse, sex or political works. These submissions will be 
removed prior to the selection process.  

 
1.2 Medium 

• The Hill Painting Prize is open to original 2D paintings in any painterly medium 
including oil, acrylic, gouache and watercolour. 

• Paintings are defined as a work containing the physical medium of paint. In this 
category, mixed media is defined as an artwork consisting of at least 75% paint. 

• Artworks with items attached that may come loose without proper encased 
framing, such as beading or paper materials will not be accepted.  

• Artworks created solely using pastels are not deemed paintings. 
• Photography, drawing, digital media and AI works are not eligible.  

 



   
 
 

1.3 Size requirements 
• Size limits are based on the overall size of the work when it is framed. Stretched 

canvases are considered framed. 
• Artworks in multiple parts are acceptable but must be considered as a single 

work. A work of multiple parts must not exceed overall size limits when 
displayed. 

• Artworks must not be heavier than 15kg, including frame. 
• Artworks must not exceed a hanging space of 1.5m high x 1.5m wide, including 

wall space between artworks in multiple panel parts. 
• Artworks exceeding these specifications will not be accepted. 

 
1.4 Preparation of work 

• All works selected for display must be clearly labelled with the following 
information attached to the back of the work 

o artist’s name 
o year of work 
o title of work 
o medium 
o size in cm 

• These details must be the same as the entry form. 
• Where the artwork consists of multiples, a photograph illustrating the set-up of 

the multiples must be attached to the work. 
• All artworks must be ready to hang. 
• Paintings must be mounted or framed. Stretched canvases are considered 

framed. 
• Flat ‘D’ rings must be securely attached on the back of the work, 5cm-10cm from 

the top of the frame, depending on the size of the artwork. 
• ‘D’ rings should be a minimum size of 10mm. 
• Wet paintings will not be accepted. 
• The organisers reserve the right not to exhibit the work if the earlier images 

submitted are not an adequate representation of the actual work received and/or 
if work is received not ready to hang. 

 
1.5 Subject 

• Artwork subject matter must depict either the Blue Mountains’ natural 
landscapes, urban spaces or manmade environments. 

• If an artwork depicts an identifiable individual or group, the consent of the 
person(s) must be obtained by the artist and submitted with the entry. 



   
 
 

 
1.6 Submission process 

• Entries open 15 March 2026 at 9.00am and close 24 May 2026, 12.00am. 
• A maximum of one work per artist can be entered into the Hill Painting Prize.  
• Submitting artists must pay a non-refundable entry fee of $25.00 (inc. GST). 

There are no discounts or concession rates. 
• Submissions must be made online via the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre 

website at www.bluemountainsculturalcentre.com.au/HillPaintingPrize 
• Payment is to be made online at the time of completing the artwork submission 

form. 
• Your payment receipt number will be required to successfully complete the 

fillable PDF form. 
• You will receive a confirmation email if your entry was submitted successfully. 
• Late entries will not be accepted. 
• Submissions cannot be entered into another art prize or exhibition that would 

impact on your obligation to exhibit your work as part of the Hill Painting Prize. 
• Once entries close, the Hill Painting Prize selection panel will assess all 

submitted works and select finalists for exhibition. 
 
1.7 Interpretation of the rules 

• In the event of a dispute regarding the interpretation of the conditions, the 
decision of the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre shall be binding on all parties. 

• If you are disqualified from the Hill Painting Prize due to a breach of the 
conditions of entry you will not be notified. 

• Once entry forms and entry fees have been submitted, no refunds will be given 
regardless of acceptance or refusal to exhibit the work. 

• This includes any entries that are deemed to fall outside the conditions of entry. 
 

2. Finalist selection, criteria and assessment 
 
2.1 Information for finalists 

• Successful exhibition finalists will be contacted by email and listed on the Blue 
Mountains Cultural Centre website in early July. 

• Unsuccessful finalists will be notified by email. 
 

2.1.1   Hill Painting Prize winner 
• The winner of the Hill Painting Prize will receive $10,000. 

http://www.bluemountainsculturalcentre.com.au/HillPaintingPrize


   
 
 

• The Hill Painting Prize winner will be announced at the opening event held on 7 
August 2026, 6.00 – 8.00pm. 
 

2.1.2    Hill Painting Prize People’s Choice  
• The winner of the People’s Choice will receive $1,000. 
• The winner of the People’s Choice will be voted on by the public over the course 

of the Hill Painting Prize exhibition. 
• Voting will close on Sunday 27 September 2026 at 4.00pm. 
• People’s Choice will be announced in the week following exhibition closure via 

Blue Mountains Cultural Centre website and social media. 
 

2.1.3    Hill Painting Prize Artist’s Choice  
• The winner of the Artist’s Choice will receive $1,000. 
• The winner of the Artist’s Choice will be selected by finalists exhibiting in the Hill 

Painting Prize. 
• The Artist’s Choice will be announced in the week following exhibition closure via 

Blue Mountains Cultural Centre website and social media. 
 
2.2 Selection panel 

• The Hill Painting Prize selection panel will include members of the exhibition 
team, the City Art Committee and external panellists with expertise in the field of 
painting.  

• The panellists will change with each iteration to allow a variety of voices and 
opinions. 

 
2.3 Assessment 

• The selection panel will select finalists for exhibition based on the digital image 
and information submitted as part of the entry process. 

• The final assessment for the winning work will take place once the exhibition has 
been installed. 

• The decisions of the selection panel are final. 
• No correspondence will be entered into between the selection panel, Blue 

Mountains Cultural Centre or Blue Mountains City Council regarding these 
decisions. 

• Entrants shall not offer any gifts, hospitality or other inducements to the 
selection panel or any Blue Mountains City Council employees. 

• The offer of any gifts, hospitality or other inducements to the panel may result in 
the disqualification of the entrants’ artwork from the competition. 



   
 
 

 

3. Exhibition of artworks 
 
3.1 Exhibition dates and opening hours 

• The inaugural Hill Painting Prize exhibition will be open over the period of 8 
August – 20 September 2026. 

• The Blue Mountains Cultural Centre City Art Gallery opening hours are Monday – 
Friday: 10.00am – 5.00pm, Saturday and Sunday: 10.00am – 4.00pm. 

• The opening night of the Hill Painting Prize will be held on Friday 7 August 2026, 
6.00 – 8.00pm. 

 
3.2 Care and responsibility 

• All works selected for exhibition must remain on show for the duration of the 
exhibition. No early collection can be accommodated. 

• Curatorial responsibility for the Hill Painting Prize is maintained by the Blue 
Mountains Cultural Centre. All artworks are hung in the best relative position as 
determined by the Cultural Centre exhibition team. 

 
3.3 Insurance 

• Insurance for works remains the responsibility of artists during transit and 
throughout the exhibition. 

• The Blue Mountains Cultural Centre will take all reasonable care but will not be 
responsible for any loss or damage to any artwork whilst in their custody. 

• Artists are responsible for insuring their artworks against potential damage, loss 
or theft during transit and throughout the exhibition. 

 
3.4 Sale of artworks 

• The gallery will not facilitate the sale of artworks. Sale details cannot be 
displayed in the gallery or at reception.  

• All sales can be made through the artist or their respective representation. 
• Sale information such as business cards are not permitted in the gallery.  
• If a work is sold during the period of the exhibition, it must remain in the gallery 

for the duration of the exhibition. 
• All works must be collected by the artist, not the buyer. 

 

4. Artwork delivery and collection 
 



   
 
 

4.1 Artwork delivery 
• All artworks must be delivered in person or by a representative/courier.  
• All artworks selected for exhibition must be delivered to the Blue Mountains 

Cultural Centre between Sunday 26 – Wednesday 29 July, 10.00am – 4.00pm. 
• Commercial couriers may pre-arrange to deliver artworks. 
• If circumstances prohibit artists from delivering their work at the set time, they 

are advised to contact the curator on culturalcentre@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
• Works delivered outside the designated time without permission will be ineligible 

for exhibition and disqualified from final assessment. 
• All delivery and collection costs are the responsibility of the artist. 
• Do not post artworks to the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre or the Blue 

Mountains City Council. They will be returned without assessment.  
 
4.2 Artwork collection 

• Artists must collect their work from the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre on 
Sunday 27 September 4.00pm – 5.00pm, or Monday 28 September 9.00am – 
4.30pm. 

• If circumstances prohibit collection at the set time, contact the curator on 
culturalcentre@bmcc.nsw.gov.au to make alternative arrangements. 

• Work not collected by Sunday 4 October 4.00pm will be disposed of at the 
discretion of the organisers. 

 

5. Marketing and publicity 
• All shortlisted artworks and the names of the artist may be promoted through the 

Blue Mountains Cultural Centre website and other promotional activity deemed 
appropriate by Blue Mountains Cultural Centre including print publications, 
social media and other websites.  

• Artists are required to participate in and cooperate, as required, with all 
reasonable marketing and editorial activities relating to the Hill Painting Prize.  

 

6.Copyright, privacy and contact details 
 
6.1 Copyright and privacy 

• Copyright for submitted works remains the property of the entrant. 
• When an image is used, the artist and title of the work will be acknowledged, 

where practicable. 
• Images will be used for non-commercial purposes only. 

mailto:culturalcentre@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:culturalcentre@bmcc.nsw.gov.au


   
 
 

• If the Blue Mountains Cultural Centre would like to use your artwork, other than 
for promoting the Hill Painting Prize, artists will be contacted directly to seek 
approval. 

• Personal information collected will only be used for the purposes of the Hill 
Painting Prize, unless permission is given by entrants to add contact details to 
other mailing lists. 

 
6.2 Contact details 

• For enquiries, please contact Blue Mountains Cultural Centre on (02) 4780 5410 
or email culturalcentre@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 

• If you are hard of hearing or have a speech communication difficulty, please call 
1300 555 727 for National Relay Service. 


